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Copyright © 2012. Back in 2004, digital technologies were emerging, social media platforms weren’t a big thing yet, and video,
photos, and social networks were the main online activities. Meet Tim “Bacon” Balliet, the founder of the now-defunct Web 2.0
social network Helium. Early in 2003, I was busy creating social networks such as MySpace and Deja.net, and I kept hearing
about this new thing called Facebook, but I just didn’t see how a network for college students could work on the Web. The
mobile phone was still too big, and I didn’t really trust that a university would give me a computer. Later that year, I made a trip
to the University of California at Santa Cruz to find out more about what was going on at Facebook, and I met some friends in
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the Computer Science department. During the visit, they gave me a free Mac laptop, a giant monitor, and a giant desktop with a
5.1 sound system. I couldn’t believe it. I couldn’t believe they would do this for me! I started to figure out what it would take to
create a campus-only social network. I realized that it would have to be a desktop-based product, and it would need to be free. I
needed to be able to login with my own username and password and use my own computer and my own data. At first, I thought
I’d have to be an online university, like a UC system, because we’re all online here. But I don’t think that’s the right model. I
think we need to change the focus from online to the campus. In the future, we’ll want to be able to work on campus. I talked
with some students and I realized that social activities on campus were happening only in small pockets of the college. All these
activities had to be bridged. I imagined that a campus-based social network would have to be like a campus newspaper. There
had to be a central place where all activities could happen. And I knew there was a central campus system that could do that—it
was called Helium. The first version of Helium was released in late 2003, and I was able to create an identity for myself, but I
didn’t have a working version of Helium. I was a little confused about the whole 82157476af
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